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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. The statement of claim 1 , "said controller controlling the seat back to move 
relative to the seat back," is unclear. An object may not move relative to itself. Similar 
indefiniteness is used in claim 7 with the phrase "a seat having a seat base and a seat 
base rotatably coupled to the seat base," in that the claimed seat base may not be 
rotatably coupled to itself. Therefore, since it is unclear as to what exactly the applicant 
is claiming, these claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,2,5, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bayley (6,182,783) in view of Yokota et al (6,463,372). Bayley discloses an 
occupant restraint system 10 for an automotive vehicle comprising a rollover sensor 68 
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generating a rollover signal corresponding to a rolling movement of the vehicle, a seat 
18 having a seat base 20 and a seat back 22 rotatably coupled to the seat base 20, and 
a controller 28 coupled to the rollover sensor 68 and the seat base 20. Bayley discloses 
the present invention except for the control module controlling a motor, which in turn 
rotatably moves the seat back in a rean/vard direction with respect to the seat base. 
Yokota et al teach a vehicle damage reduction system in which a controller 1 1 is 
coupled to a sensor 10 and a motor 52 that controls movement of the seat back with 
respect to the seat base. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 

■ 

in the art at the time of the invention to control movement of the seat back of Bayley by 
means of a motor coupled to the controller as taught by Yokota et al, which is also 
coupled to the rollover sensor to create more space between the vehicle driver's head 
and the ceiling of said vehicle during rollover. 

3. Claims 7,8,10-15, and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bayley in view of Yokota et al in further view of Lewis et al 
(6,378,898). Bayley and Yokota et al disclose the present invention except for an 
inflatable seat belt connected to a controller. Lewis et al teach a vehicle occupant 
restraint system comprising a controller 101 coupled to an inflatable seat belt restraint 
system 30. Upon inflation, the seat belt 30 urges the vehicle occupant against the seat 
back. With regard to claim 18, inflation of the seat belt 30 would occur simultaneously 
with rotation of the seat back. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply the teaching of Lewis et al of an 
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inflatable seat belt coupled to the controller of Bayley and Yokota et al to provide extra 
protection against serious injury during a rollover situation. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 3, 9, and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Takagi et al (6,666.292) disclose a seat occupant restraint 
system comprising a sensor and controller. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy D. Wilhelm whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6980. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM Monday 
through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on 571-272-6669. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnatlon for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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PAUL N. DICKSON / 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 




